THE    AMERICAN    PRESIDENTS
office in the Government; for the problems of Hawaiian
annexation, of chaos in Central America, and of Cuba's
revolt against Spain, all demanded immediate attention.
And it was already clear that the last of these problems
involved the danger of war.
Firm, or even modestly sensible, diplomacy could have
evaded all danger of a Spanish-American War; but such
diplomacy presupposed a President who could stand up to
the Jingos and the new journalism at home. McKinley
could stand up to nothing. There was a large humane
public in America which he might have mobilized against
the war-mongers; but he was afraid of splitting his Party,
afraid of losing the next election. With the most pacific
Intentions, he drifted toward the needless war; and in the
end his pusillanimity led him to a shameful act.
The Cuban revolt against Spain began in 18 95. Inevitably
some American lives were endangered, and some American
capital.    Also, the Spanish methods of dealing with the
revolt were cruel; at times they were even more cruel than
the methods of General Sherman's "bummers" in Georgia
and South Carolina.   But the most dangerous factor in the
situation was that a number of important people in America
were eager for annexation, and that others were openly
eager for war.   As soon as the insurrection broke out, an
American  Senator remarked,  "Cuba^should become an
American Colony."   Another Senator said, "It is time that
some one woke up and realized the necessity of annexing
some property.   We want all this Northern hemisphere."
And still another announced, "We certainly ought to have
that island in order to round out our possessions as they
should be,"   And the young Theodore Roosevelt, soon to
become Assistant Secretary of the Navy in McKinley's
administration, was an even more dangerous influence.
During the Venezuelan crisis, also in 1895, he wrote his
friend^ Henry Cabot Lodge, as follows: "I do hope there
will not be any backdown among our people.. .. Personally
I fatter hope the fight will come soon.    The clamour of
the peace faction has convinced me that this country needs
a war*f?  And In 18983 at the critical moment in the negotia-
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